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When we moved to Belleville in April 2024, | kept driving past a sign right before the highway
that said, “THERE IS HOPE.” Day in and day out, it kept calling out to me. One day, | stopped by
the building, saw the name, went on Instagram, and told my husband, “We have to go checkit
out.” Sure enough, we did—and we haven't stopped coming since!

| also wanted a church that included children and taught in a way they could understand. My
DECISIONS TO FOLLOW JESUS , . , , ,
son is 15 and medically complex, so discovering The Wonder Unit was truly an answered prayer

for our family. Now he gets to enjoy the presence of the Lord as well!

Finding our church home and declaring Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior has created a huge
shift in our family and in our relationship. We may have done things “backwards,” but now we
both know that we want everything to be Christ-centered. We are truly so blessed to call
Church Alive our home!
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/'I'RANSFORM D D \ / Attending Church Alive College has strengthened my walk with God in a way that can only be\
described by one word: IMPACTFUL. Church Alive College has shown me what it truly means
There was a woman from Freedom whose CH URCH ALIVE to create vision as a husband leading his family and how to cast vision effectively within the

mother took her own life. She had been ministries | serve. It has broken cultural mindsets and built pillars of faith, walls of wisdom,

struggling with deep depression, carrying the and a deeper understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Christ.
weight of her mother’s death and wrestling with

self-forgiveness. She came forward for prayer Church Alive College has also taught me how to meet people where they are—whether

and was deeply impacted by one of our leaders’ discussing topics like abortion, ethics, LGBTQ issues, or other sensitive conversations. It has
testimonies. Through that moment, Freedom built a strong foundation on how to navigate these moments with truth, grace, and wisdom.
helped her begin to forgive herself and start In a world filled with confusion and shifting values, Church Alive College has equipped me
releasing the grief and guilt she had been with the tools, resources, and biblical grounding to stand firm in my faith.
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The story | wanted to share came out of one of our 12 p.m. Thrive services, in which, during one of our breakout sessions, we had a miracle
happen right before our eyes. The team was going through the SOAP method of breaking down Romans 8:28 when one of the young women
D ' — started to ask questions about Jesus Christ and the Bible. We proceeded to ask her if she wanted to surrender her life to Christ Jesus,
confessing that she was a sinner in need of the Savior, Jesus Christ. Well, the team led her through prayer, and right in front of our eyes, she
surrendered her life to Jesus Christ. Glory to God—the greatest miracle. Amen!
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God has worked greatly through Fearless in my life. | went from having extreme social anxiety and

’; no true friends to those chains being broken through having a true community at Fearless that

5 welcomed me and allowed me to truly be myself. Being able to be myself also broke the chains of
idolization of the opinions of others. Fearless has blessed me with a spiritual family when | didn't
& : even have true friends. God has used me this year through Fearless by helping me go from being

the person needing to be welcomed to the person welcoming new students through the Connect

Team, even giving my first word of encouragement recently. | have grown so much in my

relationship with God, especially through God speaking to me at Fearless, breaking chains through
it, and me starting to serve for the first time at Fearless, which has grown into me taking any

G opportunity possible to serve.
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One of our Lyndhurst Location kiddos first started coming during Kids Alive Camp and

initially struggled to participate with the group, often running out of the room and
getting easily distracted. After sharing that he has ADD, we were able to work with him
one-on-one, praying together and speaking truth over him: “You haven't been given a
spirit of fear. God gave you power, love, and self-control.” From that point on, we
continued praying with him, and we've seen remarkable growth. He is learning the
Bible, the fruit of the Spirit, and how to pray, even helping lead worship with the
group, lifting his hands, encouraging others, and praying for self-control over the
room. Recently, when he was upset after a nightmare, he chose to pray on his own,
asking Jesus to help him, and he has begun applying simple lessons about God's
Word and faith in his life.

His family has noticed changes too, including a desire for Christian music at home.
Watching him grow from struggling to participate to choosing prayer, leading worship,
and practicing self-control has been a beautiful reminder of how gently and
powerfully the Holy Spirit works in the life of our kids!
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creates a safe, grace-filled space where we can heal while holding onto our faith.

/ \ / Without a group like this, | can see how many might walk away from the faith, feeling \
252 M — like failures and believing they can't continue their walk with Christ. DivorceCare

It was also encouraging to have men in the group, because hearing their perspectives
At 252 The Weekend, we had one of the men on the verge of TRANSFORM is an important part of the healing process. Through this group, | no longer feel alone.
committing suicide right before he registered at the last minute As a Christian woman, | carried a deep sense of failure. | fasted and prayed, and unlike
for 252 The Weekend. Specifically, during the burning of the @W@R@E CARE many testimonies | hear in church, my marriage did not get restored:; instead, it ended a
burdens he felt the release of wanting to commit suicide and couple of years ago. That was painful to accept.

felt a complete healing come over his entire body. A massive
turning point in this man’s life. But through this support group and the DivorceCare study, | was constantly reminded
that | am a child of God, that He cherishes me, and that He still has a plan for my life.
Now | have the tools, the encouragement, and the knowledge to continue this journey
with confidence and faith in Christ.
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The night before RW, | prayed for the sponsorship to be granted because | really wanted to attend, even if | had to go alone. | started to become discouraged on Thursday

because it was 12 p.m., and | still didn't hear back. | thought to myself, “That’s okay. Maybe it's just not where I'm supposed to be at the moment.” Around 2 p.m., | received an
email saying the sponsorship was granted, and | was so happy and appreciative. | immediately started to get ready.

| believe that God moved mountains for me to attend, and I'm so thankful that He did. It was my first women'’s conference and definitely won't be my last. | needed to go not
only to build a stronger relationship with Him, but also to create my sisterhood.

Thankyou so much for the opportunity to attend RW. More importantly, thank You, Lord, for always being there for me, for listening to my cries, and for loving me. All the glory

\ to You! /
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- GIVING
= CHRISTMAS
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Giving Christmas Away is our church'’s annual opportunity to shift the focus of the season from receiving to

serving, and this year, generosity translated into measurable impact! Because of the faithfulness of our
church family, we were able to provide 210 ShopRite gift cards to help local families with groceries, deliver 15
family boxes to households in need, give away 197 coats to the unhoused, and bless 250 foster children
through CASA with Christmas gifts. In addition to meeting practical needs, we partnered with trusted global
ministries—including Legacy Refuge and Love N Care Ministries—to extend hope beyond our walls. Giving

Christmas Away reflects the heart of Jesus—generous, compassionate, and outward-focused—and
demonstrates that generosity is not just something we do during a season, but who we are as a church.
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WE ARE HERE FOR EXTRAORDINARY



CHURCHALIVE

THANKYOU

FOR WITH US IN 2025




